ARTICLE IV.
TREATMENT OF PYORRHEA ALVEOLARIS.
PAPER BY A W. HARLAN, CHICAGO. On account of the uncertainty of the mind of the dental specialist with reference to the treatment of that variouslynamed and idly defined disease, known as pyorrhea alveolaris, Riggs' disease, alveolitis, phagedena pericementii, etc.? the writer desires to offer a few suggestions relating thereto, which may tend to give more confidence to those who have had but little success in their efforts to restore to health the tissues which are so often ravaged beyond repair. It will not be necessary in this report to say anything of the etiology of the disease under discussion, beyond the expression of the belief that it is infectious, and that micro organisms are at least partially responsible for the disastrous results which are sure to follow if it is not checked before the complete destruction of the alveoli.
It is now nearly two years since I became convinced that the methods of treatment advocated by various When he returned, I dried the gums and applied pressure, and found scarcelv any discharge. I repeated the former treatment, omitting the scraping and probing, and when he returned the second time there was no discharge whatever. The pocket had commenced to fill up, and the gum was beginning to re-attach itself to the tooth. The patient returned again after eight days, and there remained hardly a trace of the disease. To all intents and purposes it was cured. After the lapse of more than twenty months the gum remains firm, and is of normal color, without any external evidence of having been diseased at all. The remarkable manner in which this remedy exerted its beneficial influence in this case caused me to practically discard all other therapeutical agents in the treatment of pyorrhea, except as shall be hereinafter mentioned. I found from a study of cases when a patient was suffering from an acute attack of pyorrhea the pockets should first be packed with iodoform and eucalyptus, iodoform and oil of cinnamon, or be thoroughly syringed with a one to three-grain solution to the ounce of water, of chloride of alumina, which is a good disinfectant and astringent, and also an excellent bleacher for discolored, pulpless teeth ; but the method of using it in such cases will be dwelt upon in the discussion on operative dentistry. 
